ON   FEELING   INFERIOR
it worried him, so our friend has a great deal of bravado;
and while he tries to behave like a lord, he at the same time
seeks to show that he is a self-made man, and therefore much
to be preferred to any lord in the land.
Not all self-made men have this vulgar noisiness, of course;
but few of them ever feel absolutely at home in the company
of those born to luxury. Some of them manage very well,
and do not allow themselves to make any display; but a
good many are otherwise. They ape the manners of the blue-
blooded, or they decry them. The consciously inferior man
finds fault with the highly-bred, but in their company he is so
complaisant as to be unnatural. He is like a shopkeeper
rubbing his hands and bowing out the lords and ladies who
have honoured him with a visit. Yet when the lords and ladies
are gone, he is extraordinarily severe in his judgment of
them. He ridicules their manners and their morals, and makes
game of their intellects, until one feels that the whole scene
just concluded must have been a singular dream. It has been
no dream, but it has been singular enough. Why, you ask,
if he so dislikes and despises these people, does he condescend
to mix with them; why, having condescended, is he so obse-
quious? And why, having been obsequious, does he now
abuse and make game of those who have been so lately the
objects of his humility? There is only one explanation. This
man has a vivid memory of his childhood, of his mean
birth, of all the advantages of the 'gentry/ He remembers
squalid years of poverty and wretchedness, when pennies were
scarce and when life was hard. He follows in memory those
rough schooldays, the severe work that followed them, the
gradually increasing rewards; and the sense of them is
ingrained in him. He has emerged from these horrors, and
has attained some wealth and some position in the world*
He has, perhaps, servants, automobiles, town and country
houses, the society of the wealthy and the distinguished; and
in the eyes of most ambitious young men he would be con-
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